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Torah,   Genesis    12       The   L ORD    said   to   Abram,   “Go   forth   from   your   land,   your   birthplace,   from   your   father’s  
house   to   the   land   that   I   will   show   you.      2 I   will   make   of   you   a   great   nation,   and   I   will   bless   you;   

I   will   make   your   name   great.   And   you   --   Be   a   blessing!  
3 I   will   bless   those   who   bless   you,   and   curse   him   that   curses   you;   
And   through   you   shall   all   the   families   of   the   earth   be   blessed.”  

 
Torah,   Genesis   18  
16.   The   men   set   out   from   there   and   looked   down   toward   Sodom,   Abraham   walking   with   them   to   see   them  
off.   17.   Now   the   Lord   had   said,   " Shall   I   hide   from   Abraham   what   I   am   about   to   do ,   18.   since   Abraham   is  
to   become   a   great   and   populous   nation   and   all   the   nations   of   the   earth   are   to   bless   themselves   by   him?   19.  
For   I   have   singled   him   out,   that   he   may   instruct   his   children   and   his   posterity   to   keep   the   way   of   the   Lord  
by    doing   what   is   just   and   right ,   in   order   that   the   Lord   may   bring   about   for   Abraham   what   He   has  
promised   him."   20.   Then   the   Lord   said,   "The   outrage   of   Sodom   and   Gomorrah   is   so   great,   and   their   sin   so  
grave!   21.   I   will   go   down   to   see   whether   they   have   acted   altogether   according   to   the   outcry   that   has  
reached   Me;   if   not,   I   will   take   note."   22.   The   men   went   on   from   there   to   Sodom,   while   Abraham   remained  
standing   before   the   Lord.   

23.   Abraham   came   forward   and   said,    "Will   You   sweep   away   the   innocent   along   with   the   guilty?  
24.   What   if   there   should   be   fifty   innocent   within   the   city;   will   You   then   wipe   out   the   place   and   not  
forgive   it   for   the   sake   of   the   innocent   fifty   who   are   in   it?    25.   Far   be   it   from   You    {Challila   L'cha}    to   do  
such   a   thing,   to   bring   death   upon   the   innocent   as   well   as   the   guilty,   so   that   the   innocent   and   guilty  
fare   alike.   Far   it   be   it   from   You!   Shall   not   the   Judge   of   all   the   earth   deal   justly?"   
26.   And   the   Lord   answered,   "If   I   find   within   the   city   of   Sodom   fifty   innocent   ones,   I   will   forgive   the   whole  
place   for   their   sake."   27.   Abraham   spoke   up,   saying,   " Here   I   venture   to   speak   to   my   Lord,   I   who   am   but  
dust   and   ashes:    28.   What   if   the   fifty   innocent   should   lack   five?   Will   You   destroy   the   whole   city   for   want   of  
the   five?"   And   He   answered,   "I   will   not   destroy   if   I   find   forty-five   there."   
29.   But   he   spoke   to   Him   again,   and   said,   "What   if   forty   should   be   found   there?"   And   He   answered,   "I   will  
not   do   it   for   the   sake   of   forty."   30.   And   he   said,   "Let   not   my   Lord   be   angry   if   I   go   on:   What   if   thirty   should  
be   found   there?"   And   He   answered,   "I   will   not   do   it   if   I   find   thirty   there."   31.   And   he   said,   "I   venture   to  
speak   to   my   Lord:   What   if   twenty   should   be   found   there?"   And   He   answered,   "I   will   not   destroy,   for   the  
sake   of   twenty."   32.   And   he   said,   "Let   not   my   Lord   be   angry   if   I   speak   but   this   last   time:   What   if   ten   should  
be   found   there?"   And   He   answered,   "I   will   not   destroy,   for   the   sake   of   ten."   
33.   When   the   Lord   had   finished   speaking   to   Abraham,   He   departed;   and   Abraham   returned   to   his   place.  
 
Bible,   Job  
9    Job   said:    2 Indeed   I   know   that   it   is   so:  
Man   cannot   win   a   suit   against   God.  
3 If   he   insisted   on   a   trial   with   Him,  
He   would   not   answer   one   charge   in   a   thousand.  
4 Wise   of   heart   and   mighty   in   power—  
Whoever   challenged   Him   and   came   out  
whole?—Who   can   say   to   Him,   “What   are   You  
doing?”    13 God   does   not   restrain   His   anger;  
14 How   then   can   I   answer   Him,  
Or   choose   my   arguments   against   Him?  
15 Though   I   were   in   the   right,   
I   could   not   speak   out,  
But   I   would   plead   for   mercy   with   my   judge.  
 

16 If   I   summoned   Him   and   He   responded,  
I   do   not   believe   He   would   lend   me   His   ear.  
19 If   a   trial   of   strength—He   is   the   strong   one;  
If   a   trial   in   court—who   will   summon   Him   for   me?  
20 Though   I   were   innocent,   
My   mouth   would   condemn   me;  
Though   I   were   blameless,   
He   would   prove   me   crooked.   
21 I   am   blameless—  
I   am   distraught;   I   am   sick   of   life.  
22 It   is   all   one;   therefore   I   say,  
“ He   destroys   the   blameless   and   the   guilty.”  
 



38 Then   the   L ORD    replied   to   Job   out   of   the  
tempest   and   said:    2 Who   is   this   who   darkens  
counsel,   Speaking   without   knowledge?  
3 Gird   your   loins   like   a   man;   
I   will   ask   and   you   will   inform   Me.  
4 Where   were   you   when   I   laid   the   earth’s  
foundations?  
Speak   if   you   have   understanding.  
5 Do   you   know   who   fixed   its   dimensions  
6 Onto   what   were   its   bases   sunk?  
Who   set   its   cornerstone  
8 Who   closed   the   sea   behind   doors  
12 Have   you   ever   commanded   the   day   to   break,  
assigned   the   dawn   its   place?  
33 Do   you   know   the   laws   of   heaven  
Or   impose   its   authority   on   earth?  
39 Can   you   hunt   prey   for   the   lion,  
And   satisfy   the   appetite   of   the   king   of   beasts?  

 
40     The   L ORD    said   in   reply   to   Job.  
2 Shall   one   who   should   be   disciplined   
complain   against   Shaddai?  
He   who   arraigns   God   must   respond.  
Job   said   in   reply   to   the   L ORD :  
42    I   know   that   You   can   do   everything,  
That   nothing   you   propose   is   impossible   for   You.  
   3 Who   is   this   who   obscures   counsel   without  
knowledge?   Indeed,   I   spoke   without  
understanding   of   things   beyond   me,   which   I   did  
not   know.  
4 Hear   now,   and   I   will   speak;  
I   will   ask,   and   You   will   inform   me.  
5 I   had   heard   You   with   my   ears,  
But   now   I   see   You   with   my   eyes;  
6 Therefore,   I   recant   and   relent,  
Being   but   dust   and   ashes.  

 

Torah,   Genesis   22   
1.   Sometime   afterward,   God   put   Abraham   to   the   test.    He   said   to   him,   "Abraham,"   and   he   answered,   "Here   I  
am."    2.   And   He   said,   "Take   your   son,   your   favored   one,   Isaac,   whom   you   love,   and   go   to   the   land   of   Moriah,  
and   offer   him   there   as   a   burnt   offering   on   one   of   the   heights   which   I   will   point   out   to   you."    3.   So   early   next  
morning,   Abraham   saddled   his   ass   and   took   with   him   two   of   his   servants   and   his   son   Isaac.    He   split   the  
wood   for   the   burnt   offering,   and   he   set   out   for   the   place   of   which   God   had   told   him.    4.   On   the   third   day  
Abraham   looked   up   and   saw   the   place   from   afar.    5.   Then   Abraham   said   to   his   servants,    "You   stay   here  
with   the   ass.    The   boy   and   I   will   go   up   there;   we   will   worship   and   we   will   return   to   you."  

6.   Abraham   took   the   wood   for   the   burnt   offering   and   put   it   on   his   son   Isaac.    He   himself   took   the  
firestone   and   the   knife;   and   the   two   walked   off   together.    7.   Then   Isaac   said   to   his   father   Abraham,  
"Father!"    And   he   answered,    "Yes,   my   son."    And   he   said,   "here   are   the   firestone   and   the   wood;   but   where  
is   the   sheep   for   the   burnt   offering?    8.   And   Abraham   said,   "God   will   see   to   the   sheep   for   His   burnt   offering,  
my   son."    And   the   two   of   them   walked   on   together.  

9.   They   arrived   at   the   place   of   which   God   had   told   him.    Abraham   built   an   altar   there;   he   laid   out  
the   wood;   he   bound   his   son   Isaac;   he   laid   him   on   the   altar,   on   top   of   the   wood.    10.   And   Abraham   picked  
up   the   knife   to   slay   his   son.    11.   Then   an   angel   of   the   LORD   called   to   him   from   heaven:    "Abraham!  
Abraham"    And   he   answered,    "Here   I   am."    12.   And   he   said,    "Do   not   raise   your   hand   against   the   boy,   or   do  
anything   to   him.    For   now   I   know   that   you   fear   God,   since   you   have   not   withheld   your   son,   your   favored  
one,   from   Me."    13.   When   Abraham   looked   up,   his   eye   fell   upon   a   ram,   caught   in   the   thicket   by   its   horns.  
So   Abraham   went   and   took   the   ram   and   offered   it   up   as   a   burnt   offering   in   place   of   his   son.    14.   And  
Abraham   named   that   site   Adonai-yireh   whence   the   present   saying,    "On   the   mount   of   the   LORD   there   is  
vision.  
 
Midrash   Tanhuma    (retold   by   Elie   Wiesel)  
When   God   sent   the   angel   to   restrain   Abraham,   he   refused   to   heed   the   call.  

--God   Himself   ordered   me   to   sacrifice   my   son,   it   is   up   to   Him   to   rescind   the   order.   
And   so   God   himself   comes   to   retract   the   commandment.   But   Abraham   struggles   to   continue.   With   the   knife   at  
the   throat   of   his   son,   he   begins   to   argue:   I   swear   I   shall   not   leave   the   altar,   Lord,   before   I   speak   my   mind.   

--Speak,   said   God.   
--Did   You   not   promise   me   that   my   descendants   would   be   as   many   as   the   stars   in   the   sky?   



--Yes,   I   did   promise   you   that.   
--And   whose   descendants   will   they   be?   Mine?   Mine   alone?   
 --No,   said   God,   they   will   be   Isaac's   as   well.   
 --And   didn't   You   also   promise   me   that   they   would   inherit   the   earth?   
 --Yes,   I   promised   you   that   too.   --And   whose   descendants   will   they   be?   Mine   alone?   
 --No,   said   God,   they   will   be   Isaac's   as   well.   

  --Well   then,   my   Lord,   said   Abraham,   I   could   have   pointed   out   to   You   before   that   Your   order   contradicted  
Your   promise.   I   could   have   spoken   up,   I   didn't.   I   contained   my   grief   and   held   my   tongue.   In   return,   I   want   You  
to   make   me   the   following   promise:   that   when,   in   the   future,   my   children   and   my   children's   children   throughout  
the   generations   will   act   against   Your   law   and   against   Your   will,   You   will   also   say   nothing   and   forgive   them.   

 --So   be   it,   God   agreed.   Let   them   but   retell   this   tale,   and   they   will   be   forgiven.  
 
Mishna:    “In   every   generation,   each   person   must   see   him/herself   as   if   s/he   were   redeemed   from   Egypt.”   
 
Exodus   22:20     --   You   shall   not   wrong   a   stranger   or   oppress   him,   for   you   were   strangers   in   the   land   of  
Egypt.   You   shall   not   ill-treat   any   widow   or   orphan.   
 
Deuteronomy   5:12-15    --   Observe   the   Sabbath   day   and   keep   it   holy,   as   the   Lord   your   God   has  
commanded   you.   Six   days   you   shall   labor   and   do   all   your   work,   but   the   seventh   day   is   a   sabbath   of   the  
Lord   your   God;   you   shall   not   do   any   work   --   you,   your   son   or   your   daughter,   your   male   or   female   servant,  
your   ox   or   your   beast   or   any   of   your   cattle,   or   the   stranger   in   your   settlements   so   that   your   male   and  
female   slave   may   rest   as   you   do.   Remember   that   you   were   a   slave   in   the   land   of   Egypt   and   the   Lord   your  
God   freed   you   from   there   with   a   mighty   hand   and   an   outstretched   arm;   therefore   the   Lord   your   God   has  
commanded   you   to   observe   the   Sabbath   day.   
 
Deuteronomy   24:17ff     --   You   shall   not   subvert   the   rights   of   the   stranger   or   the   fatherless;   you   shall   not  
take   a   widow's   garment   in   pawn.   Remember   that   you   were   a   slave   in   Egypt   and   that   the   Lord   your   God  
redeemed   you   from   there;   therefore   do   I   enjoin   you   to   observe   this   commandment.    When   you   reap   the  
harvest   in   your   field   and   overlook   a   sheaf   in   the   field,   do   not   turn   back   to   get   it;   it   shall   go   to   the   stranger,  
the   fatherless,   and   the   widow   --    in   order   that   the   Lord   your   God   may   bless   you   in   all   your   undertakings.  
When   you   beat   down   the   fruit   of   your   olive   trees,   do   not   go   over   them   again,   this   shall   go   to   the   stranger,  
the   fatherless   and   the   widow.   When   you   gather   the   grapes   of   your   vineyard,   do   not   pick   it   over   again;   that  
shall   go   to   the   stranger,   the   fatherless,   and   the   widow.   Always   remember   that   you   were   a   slave   in   the   land  
of   Egypt;   therefore   do   I   enjoin   you   to   observe   this   commandment.  
 
 
 
Sefat   Emet   (Rabbi   Yehuda   Arye   Alter   of   Ger,   Poland,   1847-1905)   
It   is   within   human   power   to   renew   each   thing.    The   renewal   is   there   within   everything,   since   God   “renews  
each   day,   constantly,   the   work   of   Creation.”   “Constantly”   means   in   each   moment.    Nothing   exists   without  
the   divine   life-force,   and   the   point   in   each   thing   that   comes   from   Him   never   grows   old,   since   His   words  
are   constantly   alive   and   flowing.   However,   “darkness   covers   the   earth”   (Is.   60:2).    The   outward   “shell”  
hides   that   flowing   point.     That   is   the   natural   world   that   hides   the   renewal.    But   it   is   within   the   power   of  
man   to   light   up   that   point   within   the   darkness.    You   do   this   by   means   of   the   commandments…   The  
mitzvah   exists   within   the   corporeal   world   of   deeds,   but   it   also   contains   the   divine   life-force   in   the  
command   to   do   it.   


