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Etz Hayim p.769 Numbers 1:1-3 

ֵמֶאֶ֥רץ ְלֵצאָת֛ם ַהֵּׁשִנ֗ית ַּבָּׁשָנ֣ה ַהֵּׁשִנ֜י ַלחֶֹ֨דׁש ְּבֶאָחד֩ מֹוֵע֑ד ְּבאֶֹ֣הל ִסיַנ֖י ְּבִמְדַּב֥ר ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֛ה ‘ה               ַוְיַדֵּב֨ר
ָּכל־ָזָכ֖ר ֵׁשמֹ֔ות ְּבִמְסַּפ֣ר ֲאבָֹת֑ם ְלֵב֣ית ְלִמְׁשְּפחָֹת֖ם ְּבנֵֽי־ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ל ָּכל־ֲעַד֣ת ֶאת־רֹאׁש֙ ְׂשאּ֗ו ר׃ ֵלאמֹֽ             ִמְצַרִ֖ים
ם׃ ִמֶּב֨ן ֶעְׂשִר֤ים ָׁשָנה֙ ָוַמְ֔עָלה ָּכל־יֵֹצ֥א ָצָב֖א ְּבִיְׂשָרֵא֑ל ִּתְפְקדּ֥ו אָֹת֛ם ְלִצְבאָֹת֖ם ַאָּת֥ה ְוַאֲהרֹֽן׃  ְלֻגְלְּגלֹתָֽ

On the first day of the second month, in the second year following the exodus from the land                  
of Egypt, the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting,                 
saying: Take a census of the whole Israelite community by the clans of its ancestral houses,                
listing the names, every male, head by head. You and Aaron shall record them by their                
groups, from the age of twenty years up, all those in Israel who are able to bear arms.  

********** 

Rashi on Numbers 1:1 “Out of God’s love for them, he counted them often” “Because they (the                 
Israelites) are precious before Him, He counts them all the time; when they went out of Egypt He                  
counted them (Shemot 12:37), and when they fell because of the sin of the golden calf, He                 
counted them to know the number of those who remained when He came to cause His Presence                 
to rest upon them He counted  them.  (Midrash Rabbah)  
 
Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah [II.19] describes a man who has all his favorite treasures (pearls) in a                
beautiful box. He loves them so much that he opens the box repeatedly just to take out his                  
treasures, examine them, and count them again and again to make sure that they are all there. So,                  
too, does the Eternal count and recount those that are dear and treasured.(Nums,R:4:2)  

Hadar.org Yitzhak Bronstein: “Rashi’s claim that the origin of the census is in love is               
reflected in textual clues throughout the parshah. That the census is important to the Torah’s               
narrative is apparent from the sheer amount of space devoted to it (54 verses!). Moreover, this                
census is not only an administrative task, but is undertaken at the command of HaShem, as is                 
emphasized in the final verse of the opening chapter. 

1:54   “The Israelites did accordingly; just as God commanded Moses, so they did.” 

Conducting a census through love calls for seeing each individual as not only a number or                
subject, but as a unique personality in relationship with other people. This element is what gets                
captured in the 54 verses of our parashah’s census. . .” 
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********** 
 
Etz Hayim p. 773 Numbers 1:45-49 

ַוּיְִֽהיּו֙ ל׃ ְּבִיְׂשָראֵֽ ָצָב֖א ָּכל־יֵֹצ֥א ָוַמְ֔עָלה ָׁשָנה֙ ֶעְׂשִר֤ים ִמֶּב֨ן ֲאבָֹת֑ם ְלֵב֣ית ְבנֵֽי־ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ל ָּכל־ְּפקּוֵד֥י              ַוּיְִֽהיּ֛ו
לֹ֥א ֲאבָֹת֑ם ְלַמֵּט֣ה ְוַהְלִוִּי֖ם ים׃ ַוֲחִמּׁשִֽ ֵמאֹ֖ות ַוֲחֵמׁ֥ש ֲאָלִפ֑ים ּוְׁשלֶֹׁ֣שת ֶאֶ֖לף ֵׁשׁש־ֵמאֹ֥ות             ָּכל־ַהְּפֻקִד֔ים
ִתָּׂש֑א לֹ֣א ְוֶאת־רֹאָׁש֖ם ִתְפקֹ֔ד לֹ֣א ֵלִוי֙ ֶאת־ַמֵּט֤ה ַאְ֣ך ר׃ ֵּלאמֹֽ ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֥ה ְיהָו֖ה ַוְיַדֵּב֥ר ְּבתֹוכָֽם׃               ָהְתָּפְקדּ֖ו
ל׃  ְּבתֹ֖וְך ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָראֵֽ

All the Israelites, aged twenty years and over, enrolled by ancestral houses, all those in               
Israel who were able to bear arms—all who were enrolled came to 603,550. The Levites,               
however, were not recorded among them by their ancestral tribe. For the LORD had              
spoken to Moses, saying: Do not on any account enroll the tribe of Levi or take a census of                   
them with the Israelites.  

 ********** 
 

Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev connects the final total of 603,550 Israelites to a tradition that there                
are 603,550 letters in the Torah. Just as the absence of one letter renders a Torah Scroll unfit for                   
use, the loss of even on Jew prevents Israel from fulfilling its divine mission. 

“What we have here is a juxtaposition of the individual and the collective. There is a total                 
number of Israelites, but it is made up of individuals with names, relationships, and histories.               
The Slonimer Rebbe (Netivot Shalom), in his commentary on Numbers, notes that the number of               
the Israelites—603,550—is equal to the number of words in the Torah. Just as the Torah is a                 
unity made up of individual words, the People of Israel is a unity made up of individuals.                 
Remove even a word and the Torah is incomplete. Remove even one person, Israel cannot               
receive the Torah. This, he suggests, is why in most years, as in this year, Parashat Bemidbar is                  
read on the Shabbat immediately preceding Shavuot. This census is meant to remind us that the                
act of kabbalat haTorah (receiving the Torah) is an individual one, performed collectively in              
community; or stated conversely, a collective act performed by individuals. The fulfillment of             
the Torah, the Slonimer tells us, can only be accomplished when Kelal Yisra’el (the whole               
community of the people Israel) acts in unity.” 

Rabbi Leonard A. Sharzer, Associate Director for Bioethics Emeritis,  
Finkelstein Institute of Religious and Social Studies, June 2019  

 
**********  
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Etz Hayim p. 778 Numbers 3:11-15 

ֶּפֶ֥טר ָּכל־ְּבכֹ֛ור ַּתַ֧חת ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ל ְּבֵנ֣י ִמּתֹוְך֙ ֶאת־ַהְלִוִּי֗ם ָלַקְ֣חִּתי ִהֵּנ֧ה ַוֲאִנ֞י ר׃ ֵּלאמֹֽ ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֥ה ְיהָו֖ה               ַוְיַדֵּב֥ר
ִל֤י ִהְקַּדְׁ֨שִּתי ִמְצַרִ֗ים ְּבֶאֶ֣רץ ָכל־ְּבכֹ֜ור ַהּכִֹת֨י ְּביֹום֩ ָּכל־ְּבכֹור֒ ִלי֮ ִּכ֣י ַהְלִוּיִֽם׃ ִל֖י ְוָה֥יּו ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ל ִמְּבֵנ֣י                 ֶרֶ֖חם
ִסיַנ֖י ְּבִמְדַּב֥ר ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֔ה ְיהָוה֙ ַוְיַדֵּב֤ר (ס) ְיהוָֽה׃ ֲאִנ֥י ִיְהיּ֖ו ִל֥י ַעד־ְּבֵהָמ֑ה ֵמָאָד֖ם ְּבִיְׂשָרֵא֔ל               ָכל־ְּבכֹור֙
ר׃ ְּפקֹד֙ ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣י ֵלִו֔י ְלֵב֥ית ֲאבָֹת֖ם ְלִמְׁשְּפחָֹת֑ם ָּכל־ָזָכ֛ר ִמֶּבן־חֶֹ֥דׁש ָוַמְ֖עָלה ִּתְפְקדֵֽם׃  ֵלאמֹֽ

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: I hereby take the Levites from among the Israelites in                
place of all the first-born, the first issue of the womb among the Israelites: the Levites shall                 
be Mine. For every first-born is Mine: at the time that I smote every first-born in the land                  
of Egypt, I consecrated every first-born in Israel, man and beast, to Myself, to be Mine, the                 
LORD’s. The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying: Record the Levites               
by ancestral house and by clan; record every male among them from the age of one month                 
up. 

********** 

Etz Hayim p. 781 Numbers 3:40-48 

ם׃ ְׁשמֹתָֽ ִמְסַּפ֥ר ֵא֖ת ְוָׂש֕א ָוָמְ֑עָלה ִמֶּבן־חֶֹ֖דׁש ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ל ִלְבֵנ֣י ָזָכר֙ ָּכל־ְּבכֹ֤ר ְּפקֹ֨ד ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֗ה ְיהָו֜ה               ַוּיֹ֨אֶמר
ְּבֶבֱהַמ֖ת ָּכל־ְּבכֹ֔ור ַּתַ֣חת ַהְלִוִּי֔ם ֶּבֱהַמ֣ת ְוֵאת֙ ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ל ִּבְבֵנ֣י ָּכל־ְּבכֹ֖ר ַּתַ֥חת ְיהָו֔ה ֲאִנ֣י ִלי֙ ֶאת־ַהְלִוִּי֥ם                ְוָלַקְחָּת֨
ָזָכ֜ר ָכל־ְּבכֹ֨ור ַוְיִהי֩ ל׃ ִיְׂשָראֵֽ ִּבְבֵנ֥י ת־ָּכל־ְּבכֹ֖ר אֶֽ אֹתֹ֑ו ְיהָו֖ה ִצָּו֥ה ַּכֲאֶׁש֛ר מֶֹׁש֔ה ַוִּיְפקֹ֣ד ל׃ ִיְׂשָראֵֽ               ְּבֵנ֥י
(פ) ִים׃ ּוָמאתָֽ ְוִׁשְבִע֖ים ְׁשלָֹׁש֥ה ֶאֶ֔לף ְוֶעְׂשִרים֙ ְׁשַנִ֤ים ִלְפֻקֵדיֶה֑ם ָוַמְ֖עָלה ִמֶּבן־חֶֹ֥דׁש ֵׁשמֹ֛ות             ְּבִמְסַּפ֥ר
ַּתַ֣חת ַהְלִוִּי֖ם ְוֶאת־ֶּבֱהַמ֥ת ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ל ִּבְבֵנ֣י ָּכל־ְּבכֹור֙ ַּתַ֤חת ֶאת־ַהְלִוִּי֗ם ַק֣ח ר׃ ֵּלאמֹֽ ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֥ה 'ה              ַוְיַדֵּב֥ר
ִמְּבכֹ֖ור ַעל־ַהְלִוִּי֔ם ְדִפים֙ ָהעֹֽ ְוַהָּמאָתִ֑ים ְוַהִּׁשְבִע֖ים ַהְּׁשלָֹׁש֔ה ְּפדּוֵי֣י ְוֵאת֙ 'ה׃ ֲאִנ֥י ַהְלִוִּי֖ם ְוָהיּו־ִל֥י              ְּבֶהְמָּת֑ם
ְוָנַתָּת֣ה ֶקל׃ ַהּׁשָֽ ֵּגָר֖ה ֶעְׂשִר֥ים ִּתָּק֔ח ַהּקֶֹ֙דׁש֙ ְּבֶׁשֶ֤קל ַלֻּגְלּגֶֹ֑לת ְׁשָקִל֖ים ֲחֵמֶׁ֛שת ֲחֵמֶׁ֧שת ְוָלַקְחָּת֗ ל׃ ִיְׂשָראֵֽ               ְּבֵנ֥י
ם׃  ַהֶּכֶ֔סף ְלַאֲהרֹ֖ן ּוְלָבָנ֑יו ְּפדּוֵי֕י ָהעְֹדִפ֖ים ָּבהֶֽ

The LORD said to Moses: Record every first-born male of the Israelite people from the age                
of one month up, and make a list of their names; and take the Levites for Me, the LORD, in                    
place of every first-born among the Israelite people, and the cattle of the Levites in place of                 
every first-born among the cattle of the Israelites. So Moses recorded all the first-born              
among the Israelites, as the LORD had commanded him. All the first-born males as listed               
by name, recorded from the age of one month up, came to 22,273. The LORD spoke to                 
Moses, saying: Take the Levites in place of all the first-born among the Israelite people,               
and the cattle of the Levites in place of their cattle; and the Levites shall be Mine, the                  
LORD’s. And as the redemption price of the 273 Israelite first-born over and above the               
number of the Levites, take five shekels per head—take this by the sanctuary weight,              
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twenty gerahs to the shekel, and give the money to Aaron and his sons as the redemption                 
price for those who are in excess. 

Rashi on Numbers 1:49: The King’s legion is worthy of being counted separately. Another              
interpretation; the Holy One blessed is He, foresaw that a decree would arise against all those                
who were counted from the age of 20 and about to die in the desert. He therefore said, “Let these                    
Levites not be included, for they are mine since they did not sin with the golden calf”.  
 

********** 

Etz Hayim p. 782 Numbers 4:1-4 

ְלֵב֥ית ְלִמְׁשְּפחָֹת֖ם ֵלִו֑י ְּבֵנ֣י ִמּתֹ֖וְך ְקָה֔ת ְּבֵנ֣י ֶאת־רֹאׁש֙ ָנׂשֹ֗א ר׃ ֵלאמֹֽ ל־ַאֲהרֹ֖ן ְואֶֽ ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֥ה 'ה               ַוְיַדֵּב֣ר
ד׃ מֹועֵֽ ְּבאֶֹ֥הל ְמָלאָכ֖ה ַלֲעׂשֹ֥ות ַלָּצָב֔א ָּכל־ָּבא֙ ָׁשָנ֑ה ֶּבן־ֲחִמִּׁש֣ים ְוַע֖ד ָוַמְ֔עָלה ָׁשָנה֙ ְׁשלִֹׁש֤ים ִמֶּב֨ן ם׃               ֲאבֹתָֽ
ים׃  זֹ֛את ֲעבַֹד֥ת ְּבֵני־ְקָה֖ת ְּבאֶֹ֣הל מֹוֵע֑ד קֶֹ֖דׁש ַהֳּקָדׁשִֽ

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: Take a [separate] census of the Kohathites               
among the Levites, by the clans of their ancestral house, from the age of thirty years up to                  
the age of fifty, all who are subject to service, to perform tasks for the Tent of Meeting.                  
This is the responsibility of the Kohathites in the Tent of Meeting: the most sacred objects. 

Nehama Leibowitz: In the 13th century, the great Rabbi Moses ben Nachman (Nachmanides)             
looked for the moral and spiritual messages in the Torah. The 20th century scholar, Nehama               
Leibowitz, cites three meanings Nachmanides gleaned from the elaborate description of the            
census. 
 
“First, Nachmanides reminds us that when Jacob and his sons settled in Egypt, there were only                
70 of them. In diligently counting those who left Egypt in the Exodus, our ancestors see the                 
fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham to make his descendants as many as the sands of the                 
sea. If we fast-forward to today, we might be inspired to see the large numbers of contemporary                 
Jewish communities as indicative of our ongoing relationship with God. 
 
Next, Nachmanides refers to the midrash (B’midbar Rabbah) noting that God wanted Moses to              
number the people in a way that would honor each of them as individuals. . . . it suggests we                    
count each person as he (or she) steps forward to receive honor and be recognized as a unique                  
soul. We do this today when we inquire about each other’s loved ones and take the time to hear                   
their names, interests and appreciate their individuality. Our ancestors’ primary concern in this             
section of Torah is for protection during their wilderness journey. In a different way, we can look                 
at the people around us and ask who helps us walk through the wilderness of life, and in what                   
ways do we support each other? Each one deserves to be honored as an individual, contributing                
to the success of the whole. 
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Nachmanides’ final point is military strategy. Our ancestors need to know how many fighters              
they had in order to appropriately plan battles.The literal application of this lesson is a vital                
concern for today’s brave men and women serving in the armed forces, just as their well-being                
ought to be of concern to all of us. However, scratch the surface of people’s lives and we find                   
B’midbar can be a metaphor for many types of personal battles. As we work to build meaningful,                 
successful lives, we are also living with addiction, illness, poverty, prejudice and other realities              
that can obstruct our journey. B’midbar reminds us that preparing for battle is part of our plan to                  
move forward, assess who and what we have around us, take names and numbers and build a                 
team that is committed to our success.” 

Nehama Leibowitz, Studies in Bamidbar, “The Second Roll-Call of Israel” 
(Jerusalem: Joint Authority for Jewish Zionist Education, 1991) 

 
Yitzhak Bronstein: The lesson of the BeMidbar census is that human life cannot ever be               
reduced to numbers. While it is true that large groups of people may need to be counted at                  
times--inevitably resulting in a loss of individual humanity--there are things we can do to              
preserve as much humanity as possible in the process. For example, the process can be done                
with love and care, as the first Rashi in the parashah highlights. We can account for familial and                  
tribal relationships, and not just for bodies. It can be done in a way which signals--to both the                  
counters and to the ones being counted--that each person is created in the image of the Divine,                 
and not merely a number.” 

https://www.hadar.org/torah-resource/we-are-each-pearls-impossibility-counting#source-8185 
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