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More info ❯

Exodus 27:20 .1א. שמות כ״ז:כ׳
ל ְוִיְק֨חּו  ה ְּתַצֶּו֣ה ׀ ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵא֗ (כ) ְוַאָּת֞
ית ַלָּמ֑אֹור ְלַהֲע֥�ת  ֶמן ַז֥ ִית ָז֛ � ָּכִת֖ י� ֶׁש֣ ֵאֶל֜

יד׃ ֵנ֖ר ָּתִמֽ

(20) You shall further instruct the 
Israelites to bring you clear oil of beaten 
olives for lighting, for kindling lamps 
regularly.

Exodus 28:1 .2ב. שמות כ״ח:א׳
י�  ן ָאִח֜ ב ֵאֶלי֩� ֶאת־ַאֲהֹר֨ ה ַהְקֵר֣ (א) ְוַאָּת֡

ל  ְוֶאת־ָּבָנ֣יו ִאּ֔תֹו ִמּ֛תֹו� ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָרֵא֖
ב ַוֲאִבי֛הּוא ֶאְלָעָז֥ר  ן ָנָד֧ י ַאֲהֹר֕ ְלַכֲהנֹו־ִל֑

ן׃ ר ְּבֵנ֥י ַאֲהֹרֽ ְוִאיָתָמ֖

(1) You shall bring forward your brother 
Aaron, with his sons, from among the 
Israelites, to serve Me as priests: Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, 
the sons of Aaron.

Exodus 28:3 .3ג. שמות כ״ח:ג׳
ר  ב ֲאֶׁש֥ ה ְּתַדֵּב֙ר ֶאל־ָּכל־ַחְכֵמי־ֵל֔ (ג) ְוַאָּת֗

ן  י ַאֲהֹר֛ ה ְוָעׂ֞שּו ֶאת־ִּבְגֵד֧ יו ֣רּוַח ָחְכָמ֑ ִמֵּלאִת֖
י׃ ְלַקְּדׁ֖שֹו ְלַכֲהנֹו־ִלֽ

(3) Next you shall instruct all who are 
skillful, whom I have endowed with the 
gift of skill, to make Aaron’s vestments, 
for consecrating him to serve Me as 
priest.

Exodus 30:11 .4ד. שמות ל׳:י״א
ר׃ ה ֵּלאֹמֽ ר ְיהָו֖ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֥ :The LORD spoke to Moses, saying (11)(יא) ַוְיַדֵּב֥

Leviticus 6:2 .5ה. ויקרא ו׳:ב׳
את  ֹ֥ ר ז ת־ַאֲהֹר֙ן ְוֶאת־ָּבָנ֣יו ֵלאֹמ֔ ו ֶאֽ (ב) ַצ֤

ה  ה ַעל֩ מֹוְקָד֨ וא ָהֹעָל֡ ה ִה֣ ת ָהֹעָל֑ ּתֹוַר֖
ׁש  ֶקר ְוֵא֥ ְיָל֙ה ַעד־ַהֹּב֔ ַח ָּכל־ַהַּל֨ ַעל־ַהִּמְזֵּב֤

ַח ּ֥תּוַקד ּֽבֹו׃ ַהִּמְזֵּב֖

(2) Command Aaron and his sons thus: 
This is the ritual of the burnt offering: 
The burnt offering itself shall remain 
where it is burned upon the altar all night 
until morning, while the fire on the altar 
is kept going on it.
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.6ו. Aaron 30, Moses 0.  Why?

Exodus 4:13-16 .7ז. שמות ד׳:י״ג-ט״ז
ח׃  ח־ָנ֖א ְּבַיד־ִּתְׁשָלֽ ַלֽ י ֲאֹדָנ֑י ְׁשֽ אֶמר ִּב֣ ֹ֖ (יג) ַוּי

א  ֹ֨ אֶמ֙ר ֲהל ֹ֙ ה ַוּי ה ְּבֹמֶׁש֗ ף ְיהָו֜ ַחר־ַא֨ (יד) ַוִּיֽ
ר  ר ְיַדֵּב֖ י־ַדֵּב֥ ְעִּתי ִּכֽ י ָיַד֕ י֙� ַהֵּלִו֔ ן ָאִח֙ ַאֲהֹר֤
� ְוָרֲא֖�  א ִלְקָראֶת֔ ֑הּוא ְוַג֤ם ִהֵּנה־הּו֙א ֹיֵצ֣
יו ְוַׂשְמָּת֥  ח ְּבִלּֽבֹו׃ (טו) ְוִדַּבְרָּת֣ ֵאָל֔ ְוָׂשַמ֥

י֙�  ְהֶי֤ה ִעם־ִּפ֙ י ֶאֽ יו ְוָאֹנִכ֗ ים ְּבִפ֑ ֶאת־ַהְּדָבִר֖
ר  ת ֲאֶׁש֥ ם ֵא֖ י ֶאְתֶכ֔ יהּו ְוהֹוֵריִת֣ ְוִעם־ִּפ֔

ָיה  ם ְוָה֤ ַּתֲעֽׂשּון׃ (טז) ְוִדֶּבר־֥הּוא ְל֖� ֶאל־ָהָע֑
ְהֶיה־ּ֥לֹו  ה ִּתֽ ה ְוַאָּת֖ ְהֶיה־ְּל֣� ְלֶפ֔ הּו֙א ִיֽ

ים׃ א�ִהֽ ֵלֽ

(13) But he said, “Please, O Lord, make 
someone else Your agent.” (14) The 
LORD became angry with Moses, and He 
said, “There is your brother Aaron the 
Levite. He, I know, speaks readily. Even 
now he is setting out to meet you, and he 
will be happy to see you. (15) You shall 
speak to him and put the words in his 
mouth—I will be with you and with him 
as you speak, and tell both of you what to 
do— (16) and he shall speak for you to the 
people. Thus he shall serve as your 
spokesman, with you playing the role of 
God to him,

Exodus 32:32 .8ח. שמות ל״ב:ל״ב
ִין  ם ְוִאם־ַא֕ א ַחָּטאָת֑ ה ִאם־ִּתָּׂש֣ (לב) ְוַעָּת֖

ְבָּת׃ ר ָּכָתֽ ִּסְפְר֖� ֲאֶׁש֥ א ִמֽ ִני ָנ֔ ְמֵח֣
(32) Now, if You will forgive their sin 
[well and good]; but if not, erase me from 
the record which You have written!”

Matthew Berkowitz, JTS, "The Priest's Brother"  (A Taste of Torah, February, 2002)
        
Two commentators offer divergent psychological interpretations of this omission, raising
two very different images of Moses. Midreshei HaTorah credits Moses with great
humility. Knowing that Aaron was to serve as the high priest, Moses wants his brother to
receive all the attention in this parasha: "Moses our teacher, in his humility, strove in all
these matters to enhance the honor and glory of Aaron, and exerted himself, as if he had
himself initiated the idea to induct him in the priestly function. He carried out this
delegation of authority not as one commanded to do so, out of necessity, but rather,
wholeheartedly, as a true friend who puts himself at the disposal of his Maker, even when
his name is not mentioned." According to this commentary, Moses is all too willing to
share the limelight, and indeed feels genuine pride at the successes and achievements of
his brother.
 
Moses Alsheik (1508–1600), in his record of his Shabbat sermons in Tzefat, describes a
different Moses, one who feels jilted and left out as he sees others involved in the creation
of the Tabernacle and its functions: "Picture his enthusiasm and involvement with this
historic venture to provide a sanctuary on earth for the Presence of God. Contrast this with
his keen disappointment when the command went forth to bring Him an "offering" from
the people, appoint Bezalel and Oholiav as the designers, and enlist the aid of all the
skilled craftsmen to make the Ark, the Menorah, the Table, the Tent and all the various
accessories. Then came the turn of Aaron and his sons. They would officiate. Where was
Moses in all this."

.9ט.
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"It's all really you.  You have a greater share in it than anyone.  All fulfill themselves
through you."  (Nechama Leibovits, Studies in Shemot, 1980)

.10י.

Malachi 3:22 .11יא. מלאכי ג׳:כ״ב
יִתי  י ֲאֶׁש֩ר ִצִּו֨ ה ַעְבִּד֑ ת ֹמֶׁש֣ (כב) ִזְכ֕רּו ּתֹוַר֖

ים  ל ֻחִּק֖ אֹו֤תֹו ְבֹחֵר֙ב ַעל־ָּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵא֔
ים׃ ּוִמְׁשָּפִטֽ

(22) Be mindful of the Teaching of My 
servant Moses, whom I charged at Horeb 
with laws and rules for all Israel.

Psalms 19:8 .12יב. תהילים י״ט:ח׳
יַבת ָנֶ֑פׁש ֵע֥דּות  ִמיָמה ְמִׁש֣ ת ְיהָו֣ה ְּת֭ (ח) ּ֘תֹוַר֤

ִתי׃ יַמת ֶּפֽ ה ַמְחִּכ֥ ֱאָמָנ֗ ְיהָו֥ה ֶנ֝
(8) The teaching of the LORD is perfect,  
renewing life;  the decrees of the LORD 
are enduring,  making the simple wise;
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